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British and American English

To speak or not to speak ©



Which one is correct?

a decision that everyone who studies English
must make for themselves

American English evolved from British English

English has a huge vocabulary, often there are
several synonyms for one word

there are a few differences in accent,
pronunciation, vocabulary words - but - ??7?
two separate languages?



Not trouble words - examples

British English

autumn
shop

film

sweets

lift
underground
pavement
petrol

American English

fall

store
movie
candy
elevator
subway
sidewalk
gasoline



Trouble words - examples

British English

rubber — a thing that rubs
and also the material
rubbers are made of

dummy

flat

bonnet

American English

eraser (rubber in colloquial AE =
condom)

e pacifier (dummy in AE=more
meanings, e.g. a person unable to
talk, imitation, a figure made in a
human form)

e apartment (flat in AE=an
adjective, means level)

* hood (covers a car’s engine)



Different spelling

British English American English
e centre * center

* theatre * theater

* tyre * tire

e colour * color

* honour * honor

e defence * defense

* enclose * inclose

* traveller  traveler
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