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Metodický list/anotace: 

Materiál slouží k seznámení se s životem a dílem slavného dramatika. 

Studenti odhadují na základě svých znalostí význam. V případě potřeby pracují se slovníkem. 

 

 

 

 



William Shakespeare 

The Greatest Dramatist 



Young Shakespeare 

• born April 23, 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon as 
one of eight children 

• his father was a respected trademan 

• he was brought up as an orthodox Protestant 
but he managed to remain open-minded and 
free-thinking 

• England where he was growing up was known 
as Merry England because of its rich cultural 
life 

 

 



• young William was a sensible observer 

• he was eighteen and half when married eight 
years older Ann Hathaway, they had three 
children 

• to develop his talent he went to London 



Shakespeare´s life and work 

• he started as an actor 

• he with his companions managed to win the 
patronage of the Lord Chamberlain, the 
company was made up of about dozen men, 
who also played the roles of women 

• he made enough money for comfortable life 

• he died on the day of his birthday in 1616 



Elizabethan History and Shakespeare´s 
Life 

1588 The Spanish Armada is defeated

1591 Henry VI is written

1593 Richard III, Venus and Adonis

1594 The Comedy of Errors, The Two Gentlemen of Verona, The Taming of the Shrew

1595 Richard II, King John

1596 Romeo and Juliet, A Midsummer Night´s Dream

1597 The Merchant of Venice, The Merry Wives of Windsor

the Globe Theatre is built

1599 Much Ado about Nothing, As You Like It, Julius  Caesar

1601 Hamlet

1603 All´s Well That Ends Well

Queen Elizabeth dies, James I becomes king

1604 Othello

1605 King Lear

1606 Macbeth

1610 Cymbeline

Shakespeare returns to Stratford to retire

1611 The Winter´s Tale, The Tempest

1613 Henry VIII

the Globe Theatre burns down

1616 Shakespeare dies

1623 Heming and Condell collect all Shakespeare´s plays and publish them
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