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Past simple - To be 

WAS WERE 

He 
We 

I 

She It You They 



Examples 

 I was happy yesterday. 

 You were at school on Monday. 

 He was a taxi driver two years ago. 

 She was my best friend last year. 

 It was nice to be with you. 
 

 We were lucky. 

 You were tired at the weekend. 

 They were in Prague in summer. 

singular 

plural 



Questions - singular 

 John was lucky.  
 
 

 Was John lucky? + Yes, he was. 
    + Yes, he was lucky. 
     

     - No, he wasn‘t. 
     - No, he wasn‘t lucky. 
 

1          2            3 

2          1            3 



Questions - plural 

 Children were hungry.  
 
 

 Were children hungry?       + Yes, they were. 
            + Yes, they were hungry. 
     

            - No, they weren‘t. 
            - No, they weren‘t hungry. 
 

  1                   2                3 

  2                   1                3 



Questions – other examples 

 John was at home at the weekend. 

 Who was at home? – John. 

 Where was John at the weekend? – At home. 

 When was John at home? – At the weekend. 
 

 My parents weren‘t in Prague because they were 
busy. 

 Who wasn‘t in Prague? – My parents. 

 Where weren‘t your parents? – In Prague. 

 Why weren‘t your parents in Prague? – They were busy. 

 



Translate 

 To nebyl dobrý nápad. 

 Tamty knížky byly pro nás příliš drahé. 

 Byli jste s nimi v pondělí odpoledne? 

 Proč nebyl tvůj bratr včera v kině? 

 Kde byla Jana před třemi týdny? 

 Kdy jsi byla naposledy šťastná? 



Translate 
Solution 

 It wasn‘t a good idea. 

 Those books were too expensive for us. 

 Were you with them on Monday afternoon? 

 Why wasn‘t your brother at the cinema 
yesterday? 

 Were was Jane three weeks ago? 

 When were you happy last time? 


